Empathy In adolescent girls with autism;
guantity and quality of their reactions
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Background
4 \ | |
194 adolescents (mean age = 11.51 . Attention: no differences for Group
Detection of years, SD = 14.83 months). nor Gender.

autism in girls Adolescents with autism (17 girls / 53 - Empathic Reaction: Main effect for
boys); recruited via facilities Gender only. Girls with and without
N\ / specialized in autism; clinically autism showed a stronger empathic
Eiadls d|ff|cu.lt kO d_etect autls.m. IV-TR criteria, independent of this . Emoti ' : d e adol "
* Moreover, girls (without autls_m) study. Control group (69 girls / 55 R Ct).CUS-?: | made A ot_escen >
react differently to a person in boys): recruited via regular Dutch ga::/el emoféon trc])custeh rfeac |Ions,
distress than boys: girls more often primary schools and high schools. No lc“; Iess oten .tﬁn de i?ai
offer emotional support; boys more differences in age and IQ between A E)_esceg_ SI’ Wl-th ant_W| o4 d
?:;ten iy t:? slolvzeOi(:)%e) _paat) \\groups. / fwrlg%sen:.thalasg\i/:‘llls Wai]’éilhcl)sun’c1 asuc’gigfn
anerjee et al,, . -
+ The question is to what extent Iemo-gfgurf)eb?e:nlﬁ%iﬁgz autism

ﬁhe experimenter pretended to hurt \
herself when closing a binder. The

\\also applies to girls with aut;
experimenter coded the responses.

e ~ \ Participants’ reactions were also video-

irls with and without
rarely problem-

taped. The coding was thus double-
checked by using the video’s.

Empathic reactions

Objectives in girls with autism to an

| Coding: experimenter’s pain are similar to

\. 1. Attention to the event /experimenter . . .
¢« We examined the extent to which 2' - thi . /exp those by girls without autism;
girls with autism act in line with girls | mpa. = Cton | , _
focused to pain in another person: or (emotion-focused) Yet does this also apply to more
Whether they s!']ow the more male 4. Offering a solution for the problem complex stressful situations?
oriented behavior and react more (problem-focused).
\\problem—focused. /
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